
REALITY BITES 

Carter Finally Gets It by Brent Crawford 
Awkward freshman Will Carter endures many painful moments during his first year of high school before 

realizing that nothing good comes easily, focus is everything, and the payoff is usually incredible. 

 

Freshman Year & Other Unnatural Disasters by Meredith Zeitlin 

Smart, occasionally insecure, and ambitious Brooklyn fourteen-year-old Kelsey Finkelstein embarks on 

her freshman year of high school in Manhattan with the intention of "rebranding" herself, but unfortunately 

everything she tries to do is a total disaster. 
 

Okay For Now by Gary Schmidt 

As a fourteen-year-old who just moved to a new town, with no friends, an abusive father, and a louse for 

an older brother, Doug Swieteck has all the stats stacked against him until he finds an ally in Lil Spicer--a 

fiery young lady. Together, they find a safe haven in the local library, inspiration in learning about the 

plates of John James Audubon's birds, and a hilarious adventure on a Broadway stage. 

 

Fat Vampire: A Never Coming of Age Story by Adam Rex 
After being bitten by a vampire, not only is fifteen-year-old Doug doomed eternally to be fat, but now he 

must also save himself from the desperate host of a public-access-cable vampire-hunting television show 

that is on the verge of cancellation. 

 

I’m a Genius of Unspeakable Evil and I Want to Be Your Class President by Josh Lieb 
In Omaha, Nebraska, twelve-year-old Oliver Watson has everyone convinced that he's extremely stupid 

and lazy, but he's actually a very wealthy, evil genius, and when he decides to run for seventh-grade 

class president, nothing will stand in his way. 

 

So Punk Rock (and Other Ways to Disappoint Your Mother) by Michael Ostow 
Four suburban New Jersey students from the Leo R. Gittleman Jewish Day School form a rock band that 

becomes inexplicably popular, creating exhilaration, friction, confrontation, and soul-searching among its 

members. 

 

Into the Wild Nerd Yonder by Julie Halpern 
When high school sophomore Jessie's long-term best friend transforms herself into a punk and goes after 

Jessie's would-be boyfriend, Jessie decides to visit "the wild nerd yonder" and seek true friends among 

classmates who play Dungeons and Dragons. 

 

Ten Miles Past Normal by Frances Dowell 
Because living with "modern-hippy" parents on a goat farm means fourteen-year-old Janie Gorman 

cannot have a normal high school life, she tries joining Jam Band, making friends with Monster, and 

spending time with elderly former civil rights workers. 

 

My Life Undecided by Jessica Brody 
Fifteen-year-old Brooklyn has been making bad decisions since, at age two, she became famous for 

falling down a mine shaft, and so she starts a blog to let others make every decision for her, while her 

community-service hours are devoted to a woman who insists Brooklyn read her "Choose the Story" 

books. 


