
5th and 6th grades 

Chasing Vermeer by Blue Balliett   

When seemingly unrelated and strange events start to happen and a precious Vermeer 
painting disappears, eleven-year-olds Petra and Calder combine their talents to solve 
an international art scandal.  

Al Capone Does My Shirts by Gennifer Choldenko  

A twelve-year-old boy named Moose moves to Alcatraz Island in 1935 when guards' 
families were housed there, and has to contend with his extraordinary new environment 
in addition to life with his autistic sister.  

The Thief Lord by Cornelia Funke  

Escaping the aunt who wants to adopt only one of them, two orphaned brothers run 
away from Hamburg to Venice, finding shelter with a gang of street children and their 
leader, the thirteen year old “Street Lord” while also eluding the detective hired to return 
them to Germany.  

Coraline by Neil Gaiman  

Looking for excitement, Coraline ventures through a mysterious door into a world that is 
similar, yet disturbingly different from her own where she faces many challenges.  

Among the Hidden by Margaret Peterson Haddix   

In the future where the Population Police enforce the law limiting a family to only two 
children, Luke as lived all his twelve years in isolation and fear on his family’s farm, until 
another “third” convinces him that the government is wrong. 

The Outcasts of 19 Schuyler Place by E.L. Konigsburg  

Upon leaving an oppressive summer camp, twelve-year-old Margaret Rose Kane 
spearheads a campaign to preserve three unique towers her grand uncles have been 
building in their back yard for over forty years.  

Savvy by Ingrid Law   

Recounts the adventures of Mibs Beaumont, whose thirteenth birthday has revealed her 
"savvy"--a magical power unique to each member of her family--just as her father is 
injured in a terrible accident.  

The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan 



After learning that he is the son of a mortal woman and Poseidon, god of the sea, 
twelve-year-old Percy is sent to a summer camp for demigods like himself, and joins his 
new friends on a quest to prevent a war between the gods. 

Wonderstruck by Brian Selznick  

Having lost his mother and his hearing in a short time, twelve-year-old Ben leaves his 
Minnesota home in 1977 to seek the father he never knew in New York City, and meets 
there Rose, who is also longing for something missing from her life. Ben's story is told in 
words; Rose's in pictures. 

Breaking Stalin’s Nose by Eugene Yelchin  

In Stalinist era Soviet Union, ten-year-old Sasha idolizes his father, a devoted 
Communist, but when police take his father away and leave Sasha homeless, he is 
forced to examine his own perceptions, values, and beliefs.  

 

  



 


