
Families & Relationships

Kristin Valdez Quade
The Five Wounds

Five generations of the Padilla
converge in New Mexico for an
extraordinary year of love and
sacrifice. 

Amanda Eyre Ward
The Jetsetters: a novel

A single mother reunites her
estranged adult children on a
10-day cruise while confronting
long-buried secrets from their
dysfunctional shared past.

Jacqueline Woodson
Red at the Bone

As Melody celebrates a coming
of age ceremony at her
grandparents' house in 2001

Eileen Garvin
The Music of Bees: a novel

Three strangers navigating grief
and devastating setbacks cross
paths in a rural Oregon town,
where they find unexpected
friendship, healing and new
chances on local honeybee farm.

Robert Jones Jr.
The Prophets: a novel

A singular and stunning debut
novel about the forbidden union
between two enslaved young
men on a Deep South
plantation, the refuge they find
in each other, and a betrayal
that threatens their existence

Barbara Delinsky
A Week at the Shore

A real estate photographer
navigates painful family secrets
that test her bonds with her
sisters, while her 13-year-old
daughter pursues desperately
wanted family ties.

OC Public Libraries

Summer Reading Challenge

With so many complex
relationships involved, all the
normal rules for family life
change.
 

Building love together 
in blended families
Gary Chapman

 A secret that echoes back thirty
years has splintered the family
in two, but is also the one thing
keeping them connected.

 

If only I could tell you
Hannah Beckerman
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